Alberta Energy

Alberta is recognized as a global energy leader. With its incredible resource portfolio, the Department of Energy in the Government of Alberta, works with other ministries and stakeholders to ensure Alberta’s resources are developed in an environmentally sustainable way that maximizes benefits for all Albertans, including Aboriginal Albertans. 

The effective and responsible management of energy resources, including granting industry the right to explore for and develop, is a central function of Alberta Energy. 

Alberta encourages Aboriginal participation in the resource economy by increasing the capacity of communities to understand and effectively respond to resource development issues and to positively engage resource developers in business and employment opportunities. 
Alberta Energy promotes the cooperative sharing of information between government, industry and Aboriginal communities.

The recently released Provincial Energy Strategy outlines our vision for Alberta to be a global energy leader, recognized as a responsible world-class energy supplier, an energy technology champion, a sophisticated energy consumer and a solid global environmental citizen. Three desired outcomes are critical to realizing our vision: clean energy production, wise energy use, and sustained economic prosperity.

Clean energy production requires us to break the link between the consumption of hydrocarbons and the resulting byproducts, namely greenhouse gases.  Hydrocarbons, or fossil fuels, will continue to be at the core of the global energy portfolio for many years into the future as the cornerstone of Alberta’s economy. Renewable energy offers many new opportunities and will become an increasingly important part of our energy mix.

Wise energy use directly addresses the challenge of climate change and is also one key way to sustain both our energy-based economy and Alberta’s energy reserves.  The starting point will be to bolster knowledge by creating awareness about energy consumption and providing educational opportunities on energy issues.

 

Sustained economic prosperity requires us to derive greater wealth over the longer term from Alberta’s resources. Our goals include tapping more of what we currently leave in the ground, developing our substantial unconventional gas (coalbed methane, shale gas, tight sands), and reaching more of our oil sands resource potential.
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