First Nations Forestry Program (FNFP)

Natural Resources Canada

FNFP Objectives:

1. Enhance capacity of First Nations to sustainably manage their forest lands

2. Build capacity to operate and participate in forest based development opportunities

3. Advance knowledge of First Nations in sustainable forest management and business development

4. Enhance forestry institutions for First Nations at the provincial and territorial level.

Program Funding
· National annual federal funding of $5 million (2003-10)

· Jointly funded by Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) and Natural Resources Canada (NRCan)

· First Nations participants must also contribute 20% of the project cost (cash or in-kind support)  

· Additional funding often leveraged from other governments, industry partners, etc. (e.g. DMI, AlPac, etc.)

· Alberta funding - $325,000 (2009/10)

· Program shifting to regional level projects:

· 25% of budget ($80K)

· Groups of First Nations communities, Tribal Council, Treaty offices are eligible

Mountain Pine Beatle Program
· One more year of funding remaining; (2009/10)

· Support up to $100,000 per year, per project; “first come, first served”

· 100 percent of approved costs covered
· Variety of activities incl. beetle management and control plans, surveys of reserves, cut-and-burn,

· Other forest management treatments such as stand-tending, tree-planting

· Community “FireSmart” forest fuel management activities also eligible

Contact for Information:

Lorne West, RPF

Forestry Liaison Manager

Natural Resources Canada,

Canadian Forest Service

Edmonton, Alberta

Phone: (780) 435-7279

Email: lwest@NRCan.gc.ca

FNFP website: http://cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/subsite/fnfp

Mountain Pine Beetle website:
 http://mpb.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/control/reserve_e.html
